44                  Saint-Simon

his room, opened the window, threw himself into the
court below, and dashed out his brains upon the pave-
ment. Such was the end of an ambitious man, who,
by his wild and dangerous passions, lost his wits, and
then his life, a tragic victim of himself.

Madame de Bourgogne learnt the news at night.
In public she showed no emotion, but in private some
tears escaped her. They might have been of pity, but
were not so charitably interpreted. Soon after, it was
noticed that Madame de Maintenon seemed embar-
rassed and harsh towards Madame de Bourgogne.
It was no longer doubted that Madame de Maintenon
had heard the whole story. She often had long inter-
views with Madame de Bourgogne, who always left
them in tears. Her sadness grew so much, and her
eyes were so often red, that Monsieur de Bourgogne at               I'

last became alarmed.    But he had no suspicion of the               ?

truth, and was easily satisfied with the explanation he
received. Madame de Bourgogne felt the necessity,               <

however, of appearing gayer, ancj. showed herself so.                [

As for the Abbe de Polignac, it was felt that that dan-                J

gerous person was best away.    He received therefore                r

a post which called him away, as it were, into exile; and               f

though he delayed his departure as long as possible,               \

was at length obliged to go.    Madame de Bourgogne               i

took leave of him in a manner that showed how much                \T

she was affected.    Some rather insolent verses were                |

written upon this event; and were found written on                tf

a balustrade by Madame, who was not discreet enough                I

or good enough to forget them.    But they made little                }

noise; everybody loved Madame de Bourgogne, and                f

hid these verses as much as possible.                                          *